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ABEST21 International Accreditation Seminar 2026 in Indonesia 

“The Role of ABEST21 International Accreditation in Advancing Globalization of  
Management Education” 

Date: July 14, 2026 

Venue: Aula Gedung Utama (Hall of Main Building), Faculty of Economics and Business,  
Unievrsitas Brawijaya, Malang, Indonesia 

The ABEST21 
International Accreditation 
Seminar 2026 in Indonesia 
was held on July 14, 2026, at 
the Faculty of Economics 
and Business, Universitas 
Brawijaya, Malang — the 
first ABEST21-accredited 
school in Indonesia — co-
organized by ABEST21 
International and the Faculty 
of Economics and Business, 
Universitas Brawijaya. Faculty members of ABEST21 International Global Knowledge Network, 
together with colleagues from institutions newly exploring accreditation, gathered to deepen 
their understanding of ABEST21 International Accreditation and to advance the Global 
Knowledge Network. The program comprised two parts: quality assurance in global 
management education, and the development of management human resources through 
industry collaboration. 

In Part One, Dean Associate Professor Abdul Ghofar, DBA, Faculty of Economics and 
Business, Universitas Brawijaya, welcomed the participants, and Professor Emeritus Dr. Fumio 
ITOH, President and CEO of ABEST21 International, delivered the opening speech. After then, 
Yuka NAKAGAWA, Executive Manager of ABEST21 International delivered Session I, “ABEST21 
International Accreditation and Global Knowledge Network,” introducing the philosophy of 
quality improvement through KAIZEN and the network built upon it. In Session II, “ABEST21 
International Accreditation: Core Features and Insights,” Vice Dean Senior Lecturer Zenal 
Asikin, Ph.D. , School of Business, IPB University stressed that accreditation is “not an external 
examination, but a mechanism for continuous improvement, institutional learning and long-
term transformation”: in a VUCA era of AI and sustainability pressures, standards are the 
starting point, not the final purpose — “mission gives direction, evidence reveals reality,” and 
the outcome is the capability to learn, improve, collaborate and create impact. In Session III, 
“Management Education in a Globalized Era: Challenges and Opportunities at FEB UI,” Vice 
Director Assistant Professor Jonathan Nahmu Marpaung, Ph.D. Master of Management 
Program, Universitas Indonesia shared candid, practical lessons — securing resources for a 
long-term commitment, overcoming language and cultural barriers through English training for 



 

faculty and staff alike, internationalization at home through digital infrastructure, and building 
mutually beneficial partnerships — reminding the audience that honesty with reviewers is 
essential, “because in accreditation we want to help you get better,” and that globalization is 
a marathon, for the long term. 

Part Two, In Session IV, Vice Dean Professor Dr. Ananda Sabil Husein, the Faculty, 

presented “Advancing Management Huma  

n Resources through ABEST21 International’s 
Industry-Collaboration Philosophy.” In Session V, 
the corporate case study “Human Resource 
Development and Talent Requirements at 
UNIQLO” was delivered by Mr. Mahyudanil Lubis, 
Director of the Human Resources Department, 
PT. FAST RETAILING Indonesia, bringing the 
employer’s perspective directly into the dialogue 
on management education. Vice Dean Husein 
delivered the closing remarks, and a lively 
question-and-answer exchange with member and non-member institutions continued 
throughout the day. 
This seminar was made possible by the co-organization of the Faculty of Economics and 
Business, Universitas Brawijaya. ABEST21 International expresses its heartfelt gratitude to 
Dean Abdul Ghofar, Vice Dean Ananda Sabil Husein and their team for the generous hospitality 
extended from the preparation stage through the seminar day, which made the seminar a true 
platform of the ABEST21 International Global Knowledge Network — where universities and 
industry learn from one another in pursuit of a shared commitment to quality.  
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